Welcome to 5th Grade!
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Miss Macaluso

Our 5th grade year is going to be a busy one! In order for everyone to have a successful year, the following rules must be followed at all times:

1. Respect other comments, opinions and ideas.

2. When we read together in class, you must follow along.

3. Answer all written questions with a complete sentence.

4. Homework will be turned in each day, for each subject by each student.

5. When someone is speaking, keep your eyes on him or her at all times.

Also, always remember to:

1. Welcome visitors to our classroom.

2. Make every effort to be as organized as possible.

3. No matter what the circumstances, always be honest.

4. Perform random acts of kindness.

Our “Specials” schedule is as follows:

Monday- Library (10:30-11:15) and Spanish (11:15-12:00)

Tuesday- Library (10:30-11:15) and PE (2:10-2:55)

Wednesday- Art (9:45-10:30) and Science Lab (11:15-12:00)

Thursday- Music (9:45-10:30), Spanish (12:40-1:25), PE  (1:25-2:10), and Health (2:10-2:55)

Friday- Spanish (11:15-12:00) and Computers (12:40-1:25)
Each morning once you enter our classroom you will be expected to work with your “team” to: 

1. Quietly unpack 

2. Copy your homework into your assignment pad

3. Take out last night’s homework to be checked

4. Place any books/workbooks that you will need for tonight’s homework into the basket under your desk.

5. Math/Reading Centers

Math Center

The Math Center is located in the back of the classroom. This is where you will find your “Daily Review Sheet” and “Problem of the Day”. These two items will be completed directly following Morning Prayer. Once completed, these two sheets will be placed in the appropriate bins on the table. You can also visit the Math Center throughout the day with a partner to review multiplication and division facts.

Reading Center

The Reading Center includes the classroom library, lounge area and the library/reading comprehension cards on the back of the bookshelf. After completing the Math Center activities, you will be responsible for choosing a reading comprehension card. Each card consists of a short passage on the front and four multiple-choice questions on the back. Do not write on these cards. The answers will be placed on an answer sheet in your “Reading Center” folder. Complete only one card each day. 

If you have free Center time once the Math and Reading activities are completed, you can either review your math facts or read quietly.

The remainder of our day will be very busy so it is important to stay organized. From time to time, the “Desk Fairy” will visit our classroom and will reward students whose desks are neat and organized (
Homework

Homework is to be turned in each day that it is due, in each subject. If you do not have a homework assignment completed and in school the day that it is due, you will need to fill out your page in the “Homework Account” Book. Four missing assignments in one trimester will result in a detention. Staying organized and checking your assignment pad before leaving school is the best way to not miss an assignment.

Grading Policy

Each subject will be weighted as follows:

Math-    Tests 50%


      Quizzes 25%


      Review Assignment* 15%


      Homework 10%

Reading- Tests 50%


       Vocabulary 25%

               Quizzes 15%

               Homework 10%

Religion- Tests 80%

              Quizzes 20%

Science- Tests 65%

               Quizzes 25%

               Homework 10%

Social Studies- Tests 65%

                         Quizzes 25%

                          Homework 10%

Language Arts- Assigned by the 4th grade teacher.

No extra credit will be offered.

*Math- A “Review Assignment” will be sent home every Monday and due the Friday of that same week. This is important to strengthen skills learned throughout the year and to help build on concepts.

Chance

Chance is a game that is displayed on the first closet bulletin board. The object of this game is to collect as many raffle tickets as possible throughout the week before three names are pulled from the jar on Friday. Students receive tickets for appropriate behavior in the classroom such as following directions the first time given, working quietly without disturbing others, walking quietly from class to class, etc. If their name is chosen from the jar they have the chance to choose from the board in the back of the room. Prizes include classroom rewards such as free computer time, a homework pass, no morning work pass, etc. 

Team Challenge

Each team of four students will be responsible for staying organized, prepared and ready for the next activity. Team members are allowed to help out their teammates in a positive manner. Teams will be rewarded for their behavior and for following the rules using the chart in the back of the classroom. Each Friday, the team with the highest point amount on the chart will be awarded. 

Team Challenge Rules:

1. Preparation

2. Organization

3. Inspiration

4. Motivation

5. Dedication

Pride Award

At the end of each trimester, an “OLMC Pride Award” will be awarded to each student in the 5th Grade who:

· Has received no grade lower than a B in all academic subjects.

· Has received S or above in all specials.

· Has received S or above in personal growth.

· Shows organizational skills (i.e. desk, notebooks, note-taking)

· Has not received a demerit (disciplinary slip, detention, uniform slip).

· Has not missed an assignment (using a homework pass counts as not missing an assignment).

· Helps others in class when necessary.

· Takes pride in their work (completed assignments written as neatly as possible, paper is not wrinkled or torn).

· Shows a genuinely positive attitude and is helpful toward others in the school community.
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